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The Stratford-upon-Avon plague, 1564

Oliver Gunn, a weaver's apprentice, was the
first victim of the plague in Stratford-upon-Avon.
He died and was buried on 11 July 1564. In the
Burials Register, next to this entry,

John Brechtgirdle, the Vicar of Holy Trinity
Church, wrote "Hic incepit pestis” - * The
plague starts here”. During the next few months
the number of deaths from plague increased.
September was by far the worst month.

September 1+ 0 deaths September 16™ 2 deaths
September 2n¢ 3 deaths September 17 1 death

September 3¢ 3 deaths September 18" 3 deaths
September 4" 3 deaths September 19 1 death

September 5" 2 deaths September 20™ 9 deaths
September 6" 2 deaths September 215 2 deaths
September 7" 0 deaths September 22n¢ 4 deaths
September 8" 3 deaths September 23 5 deaths
September 9™ 2 deaths September 24™ 5 deaths
September 10™ 5 deaths September 25™ 2 deaths
September 111 5 deaths September 26" 2 deaths
September 12 2 deaths September 27 5 deaths
September 13 2 deaths September 28'™ 3 deaths
September 14" 2 deaths September 29 3 deaths
September 15™ 1 death September 30" 2 deaths

Fleas liked living in cloth. Merchants who bought and sold cloth sent bales of
woollens and linen throughout the country. If infected fleas travelled in these
bundles, workers who handled the cloth, like weavers and tailors, were at a
greater risk of infection than most other people.

William Shakespeare was born in April 1564. His parents must have been terrified
that he would catch the plague so it is possible that Mary Shakespeare took her
little baby boy to stay with her parents in the countryside until the threat of
infection was over.

Draw a bar graph for the month of September showing the number of deaths
Use this information to find the mean, median and mode.
Create a pie chart to show the number of deaths in September 1564.
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